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A message from the 

treasurer 

Ariana Zaza, MPAS, PA-C 
NYSSPA Treasurer 

 
As the summer kicks off, so does our new and promising fiscal year! NYSSPA 

continues to work tirelessly for the PAs of New York State ensuring your voices are 
heard and that our profession continues to thrive! We are able to do that because of 

your continued support and membership. Without our members, NYSSPA would be 
unable to continue to Lobby for PAs rights, issues, and concerns. 

 
I know it is preaching to the choir, but I would ask for you to reach out to just one 
non-member and encourage them to get involved and join NYSSPA this year! It is 

with your unwavering support that we can continue the hard work we have ahead of 
us this upcoming year.   This 2017-2018 fiscal year will be an exciting one as 

healthcare is constantly changing. It is with your membership and those of your 
colleagues that NYSSPA can continue to influence changes in our current PA practice 

and be a highly effective organization in New York State. 
 

Have a wonderful summer and hope to see you at the Fall Conference! 
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NYSSPA Attends AAPA House of Delegates 
 
 
John Hallowell, MBA, PA-C 
NYSSPA Vice President and Chief Delegate 
 
The AAPA House of Delegates in Las Vegas was in session from 5/16/2017-5/18/2017. The House 
was presided-over by Speaker David Jackson who with the other House Officers led a spirited three-
day session during which many resolutions were discussed. Two of the resolutions receiving much 
deliberation were: 
 
--A-07 Optimal Team Practice (OPT)--(please see the AAPA website at https://news-
center.aapa.org/otp/ for its definition) 
 

This was perhaps the resolution that attracted the greatest attention as it had the potential for 
affecting the core practice of PAs everywhere. There was testimony from many states who 
cited examples of how they are losing jobs to nurse practitioners, and how the change to OPT 
would help. There was testimony from many other states regarding their concern that OPT 
would be a significant negative with the real potential to set their past gains, current legislative 
agendas, and relationships with physician groups and legislators back. There was concern 
voiced as to whether this was the right time to move forward with OPT, that it will be 
perceived as "independent practice", and whether there was enough work done before 
presenting the resolution to the House garnering collaborative support from physician groups 
and others. Supporters cited the survey from the OPT Task Force which cited 72% of PAs in 
favor and that 50 years was long enough to wait. The Physician Assistant Education 
Association (PAEA) provided testimony citing their concerns that OPT would negatively 
affect the PA education process. Several states expressed that while OPT may not be an issue 
or feasible in one's state, that delegates should think of how it could positively affect the PAs 
in the states in which it could help, and vote accordingly. 

 
After much debate and revision, a version was passed which involved collaborative verbiage to 
which the majority of the House and the PAEA agreed. It is now up to each state to decide 
whether or not to move forward with OPT, and at what pace. 
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NYSSPA Attends AAPA House of Delegates (Cont.) 
 
--C-13 NCCPA Lobbying 
 

There was heated testimony from several states regarding NCCPA lobbying to have legislators include 
language in bills requiring the NCCPA exam for state licensure without any prior contact with the state’s 
societies. In West Virginia, for example, their legislation passed both the Assembly and Senate, and then 
unbeknownst to the PAs, the NCCPA’s lobbyist contacted the Governor’s office at the last minute and 
convinced the Governor not to sign the bill. Many delegates testified strongly against this type of practice. 
The NCCPA received a direct message as to how upset the majority of PAs are with such actions. 
Representatives from the NCCPA acknowledged their mistakes and asked for trust and collaboration 
moving forward. There was significant skepticism regarding this, but with the NCCPA being a separate 
business from the AAPA, there is not much the AAPA can do other than express displeasure, and consider 
other certifiying paths. This was discussed as a possible long-term possibility, however there was debate 
regarding dividing the profession, the cost, legislation and policies that would need changing, and the 
time and energy needed to do so. 
 
After deliberation regarding the wording of the resolution, the House decided to pass a resolution which 
was short and to the point “AAPA opposes unsolicited lobbying by the NCPPA”. The verbal message in 
the HOD to the NCCPA was loud and clear. It is now up to the NCCPA to work with the AAPA in a 
manner that is acceptable to PAs in every state.  
 
For the outcome of all the resolutions, please visit the AAPA website: 
https://www.aapa.org/about/aapa-governance-leadership/house-of-delegates/reference-committee-
reports-and-summary-of-actions/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: John Hallowell, Dan Forsberg, John Davidson, Britni Silvestri, Jennifer Kelly, Mark Zender, David Jackson, 

Tracy Jackson, Jenny Jackson, Shinu Kuriakose, Brian Glick, and Larry Rubin. 
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2017 NYSSPA CME CONFERENCE- OCTOBER 13-15, 2017 

Shannan Ricoy, M.S., PA-C- Conference Co-Chair 
Christine Zammit, M.S., PA-C- Conference Co-Chair 

Mary Banahan M.S., PA-C, LCCE- Conference Co-Chair 
Pamela Gregory-Fernandes, M.S., PA-C- Conference Co-Chair 

 
Join us as we celebrate 50 Years of PAs in New York State! This year we will return to the 
beautiful Hilton Doubletree Tarrytown, for NYSSPA’s annual conference. There will be 
various CME sessions encompassing a wide variety of medical, surgical, and sub-specialty 
topics. There will be separate educator and professionalism tracks along with our newest 

track ‘Back to the Basics’.  This new track is perfect for students as well as graduate PAs who 
are getting ready to recertify! As always, this year’s presenters are made up of prominent 

physicians and PAs with expertise in their chosen topic area. 
 

In order to maximize the amount of CME offered, this year we are hosting pre-conference 
workshops on Thursday, October 12th.  The NYS DOH will be offering Buprenorphine 
Waiver Training – Members can complete 4 hours of online training and then 4 hours of 

onsite training.  This will complete 8 of the mandatory 24 hours of training for 
buprenorphine prescribers.  There will also be an ACLS workshop and a lumbar 

puncture/bone marrow biopsy workshop.  Poster presentations will be on Friday, October 
13th and Medical Jeopardy will take place on Saturday, October 14th this year for those 

programs that would like to have student participation. Of course, Friday night would not be 
the same without our annual Clara Vanderbilt Gala where conference attendees can let their 

hair down and put their dancing shoes on! 
 

A wide variety of exhibitors and vendors await your arrival including healthcare organizations 
looking to hire PAs.  There will also be many seasonal and new conference social activities 

that will keep you entertained. 
 

Whether you’re a veteran clinically practicing physician assistant, a new graduate, student, 
administrator, educator, or pre-physician student/parent, this year's conference will have 

something for everyone. This is an invaluable opportunity to learn about cutting edge 
medicine, professional issues, and to network work with friends and colleagues. We look 

forward to your attendance, for what will be a truly another memorable event! 
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FALL CONFERENCE LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Our Annual Fall NYSSPA CME Conference is once again scheduled in beautiful Tarrytown (October 13, 14 and 15) with lots 

of activities for young and old alike so why not bring the whole family and enjoy some of the fabulous fall activities that 

Tarrytown and its surrounding communities have to offer. The table below gives a sampling of some of the events going on that 

weekend. 

EVENT DESCRIPTION COST AGE 
RECOMMENDED 

Great Jack O’ 
Lantern Blaze 

Over 5,000 hand-carved, 
illuminated pumpkins set  

Adults $20; Children 
3-17 $16 weekdays 

All ages 
against the mysterious  $25/$20 weekends 
backdrop of Van Cortland  	  	  
Manor’s 18th-century  	  	  
buildings and riverside  	  	  
landscape. 	  	  

Horseman’s 
Hollow 

Taking the tale of The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow to 
its darkest extremes, 
Horseman’s Hollow takes 
visitors through an 18th-
century town driven mad by 
the Headless Horseman. 
Creatures, human and 
otherwise, lurk in the 
shadows. Heads will 
roll...maybe even your own! 

$20 Friday night The event 
organizers advise: 
“This event is NOT 
suitable for adults 
who are 
claustrophobic, 
have heart or 
respiratory 
conditions, are 
prone to seizures, or 
have other chronic 
health conditions. 
Enter at your own 
risk!” 

$25 Saturday night 

Irving’s Legend 

Master storyteller Jonathan 
Kruk offers a dramatic 
performance of Washington 
Irving’s classic tale, The 
Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow. Featuring the 
Headless Horseman, 
Ichabod Crane, Brom 
Bones, and Katrina Van 
Tassel. Flavored with live 
spooky organ music by Jim 
Keyes, Kruk’s spellbinding 
storytelling captivates all 
audiences. 

Adults $25; Children 
under 18 $20 

Recommended for 
ages 10+ 

For more information on these and other events in the area, please visit http://www.hudsonvalley.org or 

http://visitsleepyhollow.com/. 
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The great new york state fair will be back 

 aug 23 – sept 4 2017 

 

Tom Brown, PA 

NYSSPA Public Education Chair 

The fair is a great opportunity for our profession to reach out to the public and others in the health 

care field. The New York State Fairgrounds draws an estimated 1 million people to an incredible 

variety of attractions. Hosting a booth at the Fair allows for the education of the public regarding 

our profession. Each year we get many visitors who stop by and ask about medical issues, PA 

profession, PA education, and some just stop by to say hello. Of course, we also take time promote 

professional involvement and the benefits that NYSSPA provides for PAs and the public. We are 

always in need of any volunteers who might be able to come out and staff the booth. If you think 

you would like to give a few hours of your time to staff the PA booth, please send me an email 

(tomlydia@gmail.com). NYSSPA will thank you with tickets and parking into the fair as well as our 

heartfelt thanks for giving back to your profession and the public. There is a lot to do at the fair. 

This includes food, displays, shows, rides, new technology, community groups, parades, and 

concerts. This year there is a great line-up of free concerts, go to http://www.nysfair.gov/ to see 

the groups that are playing. 

 

Please consider supporting us and coming out to staff the booth a half a day.   
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Hofstra Takes Steps for a Cure 

Karly Silverman, PA-S 

Hofstra University Department of PA Studies 

On June 11th, Hofstra PA students participated in the Take Steps Walk in Long Island to raise 

awareness for people suffering from Chron’s and Ulcerative Colitis, also known as 

inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), which affects over one million people in the United States. 

Throughout the spring, the students raised a total of $693 in hopes of bringing us closer to 

finding a cure for IBD. The money will go toward the Chron’s and Colitis Foundation of 

America (CCFA), which 

spends funding on 

supporting vital research, 

treatment, and life-

enriching programs for 

people with IBD. Not 

only did the students 

raise money, but also had 

a great time coming out 

on a beautiful Saturday to 

walk alongside others 

supporting the same cause.  

“As someone who has been living with Crohn’s for over a decade, and attending my first Take 

Steps walk for Crohn’s and Colitis, it was a really special day seeing so many people out there 

supporting a great cause,” said Vincent Vitale, Hofstra PA class of 2018. “It was especially 

meaningful seeing so many of my classmates and peers donating and walking to support a 

cause that affects so many people in this country.” 
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Attention Students!  Register for 

Medical Jeopardy 

	  

Jessica Estanislau, PA-C 

NYSSPA Student Affairs Chair 

  

This represents a longitudinal full thickness esophageal rupture. That’s right 

students, it’s time for another year of Medical Jeopardy at NYSSPA’s CME 

Fall Conference in Tarrytown, NY on Saturday, October 14th. So if you 

answered, “What is Boerhaave’s Syndrome?” you should find two other 

friends and sign up to play right now. If you didn’t, you should still sign up 

immediately, and then maybe go study just a little bit more.  

  

So students, come test your knowledge of topics ranging from anatomy and 

surgery to CPR and the PA profession. It’s an event you won’t want to miss. 

Your school could be the next Medical Jeopardy Champions! 

Visit http://www.nysspa.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=147581&

module_id=230960 for more information, rules and the registration form. 

Applications are due to the NYSSPA office no later than October 6th. 

 


