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A Message from the NYSSPA President 
 
President Mark Zender, PA-C, has stepped down from the role of NYSSPA President as he felt it 
would be near impossible to fulfill his role while also being there for his son and family, as his 
middle triplet was recently diagnosed with osteosarcoma. Mark is very supportive of my early 
Presidency and helping make this a smooth transition. 
 
I would like to thank the 2018-2019 NYSSPA board for all their hard work and dedication to our 
profession. Congratulations to our new board members, we have an exciting year ahead of us!  
 
Please join us for our annual CME conference taking place in Albany, NY from October 24-27, 
2019. We have great speakers and sessions! Take advantage of early bird rates before they 
disappear on August 31, 2019. Click here to see the upcoming program and register today.  
 
NYSSPA and its members worked hard to get Assembly Bill A-1162 passed by the Senate and 
Assembly. Once signed by the Governor, this will permit PAs to execute MOLST forms.   
 
NYSSPA continues to work tirelessly for the PAs of New York State ensuring your voices are heard 
and that our profession continues to thrive. We are able to do that because of your continued 
support and membership. Without our members, NYSSPA would be unable to continue to lobby 
for PA’s rights, issues and concerns. 
 
We currently have opportunities to become engaged and make the most of your NYSSPA 
membership. Encourage your colleagues to join today. I look forward to seeing everyone in 
Albany! 
  
Brittni Silvestri, PA-C 
NYSSPA President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
NYSSPA NEWS 
August 2019 

https://www.nysspa.org/page/CMEConferenceProgram
https://www.nysspa.org/news/457297/MOLST-Bill-Passes-the-Assembly---On-to-the-Governor.htm
https://www.nysspa.org/general/register_member_type.asp?
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NYSSPA Membership Updates 
 
NYSSPA continues to grow! Our membership numbers are soaring, and New York PAs are taking 
notice. With our new management company, social media marketing and new website, NYSSPA is 
reaching more of New York’s PAs and our strength continues to reach new heights. 
 
 Albany has seen our strength and we successfully passed the MOLST bill (pending the Governor’s 
signature) and secured necessary regulation changes allowing PAs to perform worker’s 
compensation exams in New York State. Additionally, NYSSPA’s expansion into eight districts 
allows our members better representation and a stronger voice on the Board of Directors. These 
are important victories for our Legislative Affairs Committee, but the fact that NYSSPA 
membership is growing speaks to the importance of NYSSPA’s representation to legislators and 
regulators.  
 
Fueling our growth is the piloting of institutional memberships which offers a bulk discount for 
organizations that pay the NYSSPA membership fee on behalf of their PAs. When fifty or more PAs 
are signed up through their organization, a $45 discount applies per person. If you are interested 
in helping your institution cover the NYSSPA Membership fee under this new membership 
initiative, contact myself at membership@nysspa.org or NYSSPA directly through 
info@nysspa.org.  
 
As a NYSSPA member, you should know who your new leadership representatives are. Be sure to 
check out the updated website to learn who your leadership team is and reach out to your district 
directors to keep aware of NYSSPA activities in your district!  
 
Joe Ciavarro Jr., MS, PA-C 
NYSSPA Membership Committee Chair 

 
Government Affairs Update  

 
The 2018-2019 legislative session closed with a flurry of activity concluding with the successful 
passage of S4841 (Rivera) and A1162-A (Gottfried).  This adds PAs to the groups of providers 
(Physicians and NPs) allowed to sign MOLST forms (Medical Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment) 
which facilitate end-of-life decision-making. The Governor must sign the bill prior to the end of the 
year to make it effective in 2020. “Thank you” to all who made phone calls to your legislators 
down the stretch!  
 
We also had success this spring with Assemblyman Richard Gottfried writing a document to 
further define the “Big Bill” which was Chapter 30 of the Laws of 2010. While this law was 
intended to clarify what a PA can or cannot do, there have been situations in which there has 
been, or could be, room for misinterpretation. This document will help significantly as we go 
forward. 

mailto:membership@nysspa.org
mailto:info@nysspa.org
https://www.nysspa.org/page/Leadership
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Our third success story is finding that the Governor’s budget included PAs in workman’s comp 
legislation. It defined PAs as providers, authorized PAs to render emergency care and treatment in 
an emergency department or urgent care setting, authorized PAs to prescribe or refer care or 
treatment rendered by a PT, OT or acupuncturist, and enabled PAs to apply with the workman’s 
comp board chair or designee to provide medical care and/or conduct Independent Medical 
Exams (IMEs). 
 
We unfortunately could not get S1812 (Rivera) and A2982 (Gottfried) to allow PAs to perform 
fluoroscopy, or S1797 (Rivera) and A3003 (Gottfried) to allow the ratio of PAs to physician to be 
“at one time” rather than strictly 4:1 or 6:1, passed.  We plan on having success with them next 
year! 
 
Moving forward, in addition to working more on the bills above, we will focus on developing a 
strategy and legislation for Optimal Team Practice (OTP) for the PAs of New York. We have been in 
close communication with AAPA throughout the year and received a grant to help with some of 
the costs. PAs across the country are committed to improving the working climate so we can 
practice medicine in a team-oriented manner with physicians. Much has been done already, and 
there is much more to do. If you are interested in joining our team, or have questions, please 
contact me at jhallo53@aol.com.  
 
Let me also thank Laura Bolan, Vice-Chair of the Government Affairs Committee, Maureen Regan, 
and the entire team for their collective and individual efforts. 
 
John Hallowell, PA-C, MBA 
Government Affairs Chair 

 
Support the NYSSPA PAC Fund 

 
Show your NYSSPA pride while supporting the association and our legislative agenda. Proceeds 
from all purchases benefit the NYSSPA PAC fund. Shop on our website at www.nysspa.org/store. 

NYSSPA must have support from legislators in order to move our agenda forward. NYSSPA Political 
Action Committee (PAC) supports the legislators who back NYSSPA’s desire to improve access to 
care for the patients of the state of New York. It is not run by a party or individual candidate.  
 
The NYSSPA PAC, and ultimately the success of our legislative agenda, depend on member 
donations. By law, donations to the PAC cannot come from the NYSSPA membership fees or 
operating funds. Therefore, the NYSSPA PAC is separate from your NYSSPA membership and relies 
on individual donations from New York PAs like you. That is why it is so vital that our members 
support the PAC with separate donations. Every donation counts, so please donate today! Your 
profession and your livelihood depend on it! 
 
Thank you for your support!  

mailto:jhallo53@aol.com
https://www.nysspa.org/page/PACFund
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NYSSPA Educates Public about PAs at the New York State Fair 

 
Continuing a tradition of public education on behalf of NY State PAs, NYSSPA will staff a public 
education booth at the NY State Fair from Wednesday, August 21, through Monday, September 2.  
This all-volunteer effort allows us to speak to medical professionals, prospective PAs, the public, 
politicians and the media. We answer questions ranging in topic from what a PA is, to how to 
become a PA, to the difference between PAs and other health care providers, along with diverse 
questions about health care. One of our critical missions is to engage fellow PAs regarding NYSSPA 
and its value to the profession, members and non-members alike.  As a service to PAs, we offer 
NYSSPA registration forms, conference information, NYSSPA scholarship applications and political 
action fund forms.  Every year, we inevitably enjoy the opportunity to speak with legislators at the 
national and state level as they visit our booth.  
 
NYSSPA and the Public Education Committee are grateful to the PAs and PA students that 
volunteer at the booth. The volunteers include PAs from around the state, NYSSPA board 
members and PA students from various programs. This is an effort that cannot be done without 
the support and time from practicing PAs and students together. It is not all work, and there is 
always fun to be had with all the greatness of the fair. There are free concerts, national acts, 
animals, tastings, exhibits, rides, shows and more. I share my gratitude in advance for anyone who 
can help with this great cause.  Hope to see you at the fair! 
 
To volunteer, please email Tom Brown at Tomlydia@gmail.com or phone 315-254-0147. 
 
Tom Brown, PA-C 
NYSSPA Public Education Committee Chair 

 
Peer Advocate Service Rate Enhancement Guidance from the 

NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services 

 
On March 25, 2019, The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved State Plan 
Amendment (SPA) 16-0004 which allows for a 50% rate enhancement for Part 822 Outpatient 
Program Peer Advocate Services. Pending the NYS Department of Budget approval, the new 
enhanced rate will be available on September 1, 2019. 
 
All Part 822 Outpatient Providers have been assigned a specific rate code for the enhanced peer 
advocate reimbursement rate.  Providers must utilize this rate code to receive the 50% 
enhancement. Providers will receive a letter from the New York State Department of Health 
informing them that this new rate code has been loaded to their Medicaid profile.  
 
The Peer Advocate Service Rate Enhancement Guidance along with the recently updated OASAS 
APG Clinical and Medicaid Billing Manual provide further information on this enhancement.  
Please send any additional questions to picm@oasas.ny.gov . 

mailto:Tomlydia@gmail.com
https://www.oasas.ny.gov/mancare/documents/PeerEnhancementGuidanceandFAQs.pdf
https://www.oasas.ny.gov/admin/hcf/APG/documents/APGManual_001.pdf
https://www.oasas.ny.gov/admin/hcf/APG/documents/APGManual_001.pdf
mailto:picm@oasas.ny.gov
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Opioid Use Disorder Drug Treatment in Medicaid Managed Care 
(MMC) and Fee-for Service (FFS) Coverage 

 
Many questions have come up recently regarding the prescribing and coverage of medication 
assisted treatment for individuals covered through Medicaid Fee for Service and Medicaid 
Managed Care. The Department of Health, in consultation with OASAS, developed the attached 
document which provides resources for prescribers to understand existing law and coverage 
requirements, information on Medicaid Managed Care Formularies, and important policies 
changes affecting Medicaid Managed Care and Fee for Service covered patients.  
This document can be found on the OASAS website at:  
https://www.oasas.ny.gov/ManCare/documents/opioid-use-disorder-fact-sheet.pdf. 
 
If you have any questions, please direct them to Legal@oasas.ny.gov. 

 
CME Conference Update 

NYSSPA has applied for 28.5 total hours of AAPA Category 1 CME 
 
Early Bird Registration Open Until August 31! 
Connect with fellow PAs, earn valuable CME credits, gain hands-on clinical experience, explore the 
exhibit hall and build up your advocacy toolkit and the NYSSPA CME Conference. 
 
Thursday, October 24th will feature a series of Pre-Conference Workshops including: 

• Mental Health First Aid 
• Joint Injections, Casting and Splinting 
• Suturing for the Non-Surgeon (Basic) 
• Introduction to Radiological/Nuclear WMD Operations for EMS and Healthcare 
• Speed Up Your Diagnosis with eFAST (Ultrasound) 

Friday, October 25th through Sunday, October 27th will feature: 

• Hot Topic Sessions 
• PANRE Sessions 
• Student (Non-CME), Educator and Leadership tracks 
• Pre-PA Workshop 
• Student Central Line Workshop 

Other conference events include the Exhibitor Hall, Poster Competition, PAC Fundraiser, Alumni 
Receptions, 5K Fun Run/Walk, Medical Jeopardy, and Clara Vanderbilt Gala Dinner. 
 
Register today at www.nysspa.org/cmeconferernce 

https://www.oasas.ny.gov/ManCare/documents/opioid-use-disorder-fact-sheet.pdf
mailto:Legal@oasas.ny.gov
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CME Conference Poster Competition and Abstract Submission 
 

This year we are proud to incorporate live presentations for each poster as part of the NYSSPA 
CME Conference schedule. Posters will be judged in three categories: original research, education 
research and professional outreach and advocacy.  
 
Authors of accepted posters are required to present at their designated poster presentation time 
and be present for poster display for discussion during the CME Conference on Saturday, October 
26, 2019, from 7:30 to 9:00 AM.  
 
Authors will receive specific presentation time slots with notification of acceptance. Posters will 
remain on display until noon. Authors are encouraged to provide additional representation 
throughout the day for the general conference attendees. If your poster includes more than one 
author, at least one of the presenters at the CME Conference must be a PA or PA student and a 
current member of NYSSPA. 
 
Winners in each category will receive placement ribbons and be recognized at the Gala Dinner 
on Saturday, October 26, 2019. For complete details and to submit your abstract, visit 
www.nysspa.org/2019PosterCompetition. 

 

What is Medical Jeopardy?  

 That’s right, it’s time for NYSSPA PA Student Medical Jeopardy 
competition! The event will take place on Saturday, October 26, 
2019, 2:00 PM, at the CME Conference  
As always, we will have a new question bank to test your 
knowledge of the PA profession and medicine.  
Now is your opportunity to show both NYSSPA graduate and 

student members alike that all your countless hours of studying have paid off!  
 
How to register: 

1. Form a team composed of three students with at least one non-senior student. 
2. All team members must be NYSSPA members. 
3. Register your team here no later than October 2, 2019 - www.nysspa.org/MedicalJeopardy 
4. Practice! Run “Mock-Jeopardy” competitions between students in your own program. 
5. Read the rules before the competition 
6. Show up & show off! 

If you have any questions, please contact David Jackson, DHSc, PA-C, DFAAPA, RP, NYSSPA Medical 
Jeopardy Emcee 

file://///AAServer/NYSSPA/Newsletter/2019/August%202019/www.nysspa.org/2019PosterCompetition
file://///AAServer/NYSSPA/Newsletter/2019/August%202019/www.nysspa.org/MedicalJeopardy
https://www.nysspa.org/resource/resmgr/documents/nysspa_medical_jeop_2019_rul.pdf
mailto:jacksondi@aol.com?subject=NYSSPA%20Medical%20Jeopardy
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District News - Catskill/Lower Hudson 
 
My name is Mike Sacks, and as of July 1, 2019, I’m serving a two-year term as NYSSPA District 
Director for the newly formed Catskill/Lower Hudson Valley region. As district director, I’ll be 
representing the interests of those in my district on the NYSSPA board and, in doing so, would ask 
all members to inform me of any concerns that they may have. I had previously served on the 
board several years ago for multiple terms as a student director. 
 
I work and live in lower Westchester County, where I practice Family Medicine, and I continue to 
work per-diem in the Stamford Emergency Department where I began my PA career. I lecture and 
precept for several local PA programs and have recently begun to pursue my own doctoral degree. 
I am one part of a two PA household, which motivates me to do all that I can to strengthen the PA 
profession, as my children depend entirely on its success. 
 
As district director, my goal is no different than it was prior to the election. I want to strengthen 
and reinforce the PA profession in NY and nationally. Below I’ve laid out some of the ways I think 
we need to do this: 
 

1. Create a referral system where PAs can refer directly to each other, rather than a 
physician. This is important since many PA specialists bill incident to, and for that reason 
are not listed by insurance companies. When a PCP, like myself, is seeking to refer a patient 
to a specialist, we are bombarded by enormous lists of physicians and NPs with an 
occasional PA on it. When a patient receives a referral to see Dr. X, and then sees a PA 
colleague of his instead, they can often feel slighted. By referring directly to a PA, it sets 
the expectation that this is a specialist that my PCP trusts to care for me, and often makes 
the visit better for both patient and PA. 
 

2. Lessen the divide between us. While in PA school, we were surrounded by our peers but 
once we venture into the workforce, we may never work with another PA again. Being 
absorbed in the happenings of our own professional careers leaves some completely 
oblivious to the challenges facing the profession. It is not only important, but frankly, a 
necessity that we know and engage with our PA neighbors and colleagues because at the 
end of the day, the only true allies that we have are each other.  
 

3. Engage those PAs that are not currently engaged with the greater PA community, and 
through NYSSPA, have them join our fight to improve our profession. It is imperative to 
our professional survival that all our local PA colleagues and classmates join NYSSPA, as 
dues are vitally important to advancing PA practice in NY. In 2019, NYSSPA helped pass 2 
laws in NYS to our benefit.  We are already preparing for the next legislative session. 

 
I’m working on setting up sponsored regional dinners and I hope that once they are organized all 
of you will have the opportunity to attend one. They are open to students as well as practicing 
PAs, members and non-members, although members will have priority. 
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I look forward to getting to know many of you and growing our numbers. Please contact me with 
any issues and opportunities in this region that affect our scope of practice. 
 
Mike Sacks, MS, PA-C 
Director—Catskills/Lower Hudson Region 

 
District News - Western NY 

 
There is not much going on this summer in the Western New York district. The Western NY PA 
Society continues to have its monthly dinner and speaker meetings.   
 
The membership drive continues, and I will be visiting the local PA programs again this fall to 
encourage all students and their faculty to join and mention all the great benefits of membership. 
Have a great summer to all! 
 
Donna Anderson, PA-C 
Director—Western NY region 

 
PA Schools in the News 

 

Le Moyne College 
Le Moyne College's Physician Assistant Program received a $1.5 million grant from the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) for Primary Care Training and Enhancement. This 
grant was awarded to promote primary care practice in rural and/or underserved areas among 
graduating PAs from Le Moyne College. With the grant, Le Moyne plans to expand its existing 
efforts to recruit more students from rural and/or underserved communities.  See the full story 
here: www.lemoyne.edu/News/News-Article/ArticleId/218   
 

“This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant number D57HP32745 entitled, 
Physician Assistant Training in Primary Care ($1,500,000, 0% financed with nongovernmental 
sources). This information or content and conclusions are those of the author and should not be 
construed as the official policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the 
U.S. Government.”  
 
Pace University 
On March 22, 2019, didactic and clinical PA students of the Pace University, Pleasantville Physician 
Assistant Program held a First Aid workshop for Hawthorne Pack 1 Cub Scouts at the Valhalla 
Methodist Church, Westchester, NY.  
 

file://///AAServer/NYSSPA/Newsletter/2019/August%202019/www.lemoyne.edu/News/News-Article/ArticleId/218
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Approximately 40 scouts, ranging in age from 5-12 years old, attended the Pack Meeting with their 
parents, siblings, den leaders and pack administrators. Scouts rotated through five different 
stations led by PA students. Each station covered a topic obtained from the objectives of the First 
Aid Merit Badge curriculum.   
 

• Station 1: Signs and Symptoms of Fractures, Dislocations, Sprains and Strains 
Scouts practiced the proper procedures for handling and immobilizing suspected injuries 
using household objects or those found outdoors, including popsicle sticks, ripped towels, 
branches, broom sticks, bats, and even wooden spoons.  
 

• Station 2: CPR 
Scouts learned about the conditions that must exist before performing CPR on a person, 
the universal signs of choking and heart attacks, and basic CPR techniques. They were 
instructed on the importance of identifying the location of and potential use of an 
automated external defibrillator (AED).   
 

• Station 3: Signs, Symptoms and Risks for Anaphylaxis, Frostbite and Dehydration 
Scouts learned the necessary actions to take to prevent or respond to these emergencies. 
 

• Station 4: Handwashing  
Scouts learned the importance and proper technique for handwashing through a glitter 
glow lotion experiment.   
 

• Station 5: First-Aid Kits 
Each scout prepared a first-aid kit to take home or leave in their school or sports bag. 
These simple first aid kits included Band-Aids, gauze, alcohol pads, ointment packs and an 
index card to list emergency information, phone numbers and allergy alerts.  

 
Hawthorne Pack 1 parents and leaders were so pleased they have asked that this become a 
recurring annual Pack Meeting event, stating that it exposed the scouts to important, useful and 
potentially lifesaving information that will one day help them earn their Boy Scout First Aid Merit 
Badge. 

 
Christine Lazaros Amendola, MS, PA-C  
Assistant Program Director, Clinical Education Coordinator, Associate Clinical Professor 
Pace University - Pleasantville Physician Assistant Studies Program 
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NYSSPA Scholarship Application Portal Is Now Open   
 
The NYSSPA Scholarship application portal is now open! The deadline to apply is Friday, 
September 6, 2019.   
 
NYSSPA annually awards a select number of $1,000 scholarships to PA Student members. In 
addition, scholarship recipients will receive complimentary registration to the CME Conference, 
October 24-27, 2019, where they are recognized at the Presidential Dinner. 

Scholarship Applicant Criteria:  

• Current NYSSPA PA student member  
• Currently attending an ARC-PA accredited PA Program in the state of New York 
• Currently in the professional phase of a PA Program 
• Has not received a NYSSPA scholarship before 
• Is not a NYSSPA Board Member or Committee Chair  

 
Be a Volunteer with NYSSPA and the New York Road Runners! 

2019 NYC Marathon--November 3, 2019 

NYSSPA will be partnering in 2019 with the New York Road Runners, allowing members to serve as 
medical volunteers for the NYC Marathon. PA students and non-medical volunteers may also join 
the NYSSPA team!  

This is a great way to promote the PA profession to the public and offer members an exciting and 
unique volunteer opportunity!  
 
For more information see the NYSSPA website: 
https://www.nysspa.org/page/MarathonVolunteers  

 
Master Clinicians 

Summer Urgent Care Conference & Workshop Event 
 
Interested in high yield urgent care topics? Join Master Clinicians at their Summer Urgent Care 
Conference & Workshop Event. This is an official AAPA accredited event and NYSSPA members 
receive a special promotion of 35% off! Offer extended through June 15, 2019, so register today 
at www.masterclinicians.net using the code MC-NYSSPA.  
 
Master Clinicians is hosting its Annual Urgent Care Medical Summit, a 2-day conference and 2-day 
pre-conference workshop event August 12-15. This program was created for physicians, PAs and 
NPs interested or currently working in the urgent care setting. 

https://www.nysspa.org/page/ApplyforScholarships
https://www.nysspa.org/page/CMEConference
https://www.nysspa.org/page/CMEConference
https://www.nysspa.org/page/MarathonVolunteers
http://www.masterclinicians.net/
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The conference will consist of 16 high-yield urgent care topics with guest speakers from leading 
practices and hospitals from the NY Tri-State area: GoHealth, CityMD, PM Pediatrics, Northwell, 
Mount Sinai, Yale, Stony Brook, NY Presbyterian, Schweiger’s Dermatology, ENT & Allergy, NYC 
DOHMH & more. 
 
The pre-conference workshop is an intensive bootcamp reviewing 4 urgent care skills needed for 
any clinician entering this field. Spots are limited for the skills workshop bootcamp. 
 
This summer event is Master Clinicians' only urgent care conference of the year and a great start 
for those PAs who are interested in joining or recently joined a UC practice. 

 


